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An analysis of literature’s role in theological controver-
sy, Heretical Mixtures is written for readers interested
in unconventional currents in Europe’s intellectual his-
tory. Its author argues that religious writers’ affirma-
tions of sensuality and the human will, made at the
height of the Inquisition’s subjugation of spiritual free-
doms, were subsequently conserved and developed by
Dana Bultman both male and female lyric poets in opposition to pre-
vailing Counter-Reformation orthodoxy. An interpreta-
tion of poetry’s significance during a time when
women’s agency, the value of the will, and the positive

HERETICAL worth of the material world were challenged, this book

is distant from typical analyses of debates surrounding

the reception of culterano lyric poetry. Enigmatic

M IXTURE S women are brought to the forefront, while the contours
of the environments within which they functioned are

FEMININE AND POETIC clearly established. This study’s conjunction of lives and
texts, including those of Francisco de Osuna, Maria de

OPPOSITION Cazalla, Francisca Hernandez, Cristobalina Fernandez,

TO and Luis de Gdngora, details how the conceptual link
MATTER-SPIRIT DUALISM between femininity and materiality impacted both
women'’s claims to intellectual agency and definitions of

N the language judged appropriate to poetry. The ideo-

SPAIN logical conflict subtending these struggles is interpret-

ed within a cultural matrix of the ethical and theologi-

1531-1631 cal divide between Stoicism and Augustinianism. An

analogy is made between the “heresy” of certain secu-
lar literary works and that of heterodox religious belief.
ALBATROG- HISPANGFILE SIGLO YK Both culterano poetry and affective spirituality, through

n.e &g their shared refusal to accept the rational intellect as
the supreme human faculty, are shown to have chal-
lenged the matter-spirit dualism upon which justifica-
tions for hierarchies of social authority depended in
Early Modern Spain. Heretical Mixtures is rich with sup-
porting historical detail, drawn from an extensive bibli-
ography of secondary sources, and offers readers
translations of the included texts.
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